Wegener's granulomatosis of the penis: genital presentation of systemic disease.
Wegener's granulomatosis (WG) is a systemic vasculitis of small and medium-size vessels, mostly affecting the respiratory tract and the kidneys, although any organ may be involved. This case concerns a 50-year-old man in whom WG caused an asymptomatic erosion on the glans penis and prepuce. Histological examination showed an unspecific inflammatory infiltrate. Four months later, a sudden and simultaneous onset of lesions of the upper respiratory tract and kidneys occurred, as well as peripheral neuropathy, polyarthritis, positivity of antineutrophilic cytoplasmic antibodies and its proteinase 3 subset. Histological examination of a nodular lesion on the left leg showed leukocytoclastic vasculitis of small and medium-size vessels, suggesting the diagnosis of WG. Cases in which isolated unspecific erosive lesions of the penis are the only symptoms of WG have been seen in only 4 other patients so far, and a correct diagnosis was only possible due to a careful follow-up study.